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 Resolution of National States Geographic Information Council

September 18, 2003
____________________________________________________

Supporting Homeland Security with Geographic Information Systems and Spatial Data Development

WHEREAS:  The Office of Domestic Preparedness (ODP) administers a homeland security grant program that was designed to equip first responders in the U.S. to effectively respond to terrorism events; and
WHEREAS: The ODP grant program includes limited guidance on the allowable equipment expense for Terrorism Incident Prevention Equipment (Terrorism Early Warning, Prevention, and Deterrence Equipment and Technologies including “geographic information system information technology and software);” and
WHEREAS: The ODP guidance document suggests information sharing is a critical component for homeland security; and
WHEREAS: The ODP guidance document does not provide any allowance for acquisition of Spatial Data to be used with Geographic Information System applications and software; and
WHEREAS: Geographic Information System software without data or data separate from software is useless; and
WHEREAS: The first line of defense in a community is the ability to effectively use Enhanced 911 capabilities and these systems must be able to effectively identify the caller’s geographic location; and

  
WHEREAS: On September 11th, 2002 NSGIC President Rick Miller and Al Leidner of New York GIS jointly signed "Saving Lives and Saving Money 
- An Urgent Call to Build the National Spatial Data Infrastructure in
 Support of Public Safety" which to date has been signed by 37 states; and
WHEREAS: Information sharing and systems integration are key elements of the National Strategy for Homeland Security and through the President's Geospatial One Stop initiative, a national information sharing network should be developed to allow federal, state and local governments; private industry; and citizens to leverage investments already made in geospatial data and technology; and
WHEREAS: NSGIC has developed success measures and coordination criteria that represent a guideline for successful geospatial coordination.  Many states embody these model characteristics and can offer geospatial coordination for Administering Agencies within each state; and
THEREFORE: Let it be resolved that NSGIC calls upon the Office of Domestic Preparedness to include clear geospatial guidance in subsequent rounds of the program.  The guidance should:

· enable state administering agencies to create Geographic Information Systems for homeland security purposes that are built upon National Spatial Data Infrastructure principles in support of the National Map; and
· require coordination with state geospatial coordination councils (listed at: http://www.nsgic.org/state_gis/index.cfm)  to eliminate data redundancy; and
· provide that geospatial data development and maintenance costs are allowable expenses in support of emergency responders; and
· that geospatial data be shared to support the Geospatial One Stop initiative. 



